
la
n

d
-su

rve
yo

r G
e

rd
o

l’s co
m

pa
n

y, w
h

ich
 w

o
rke

d
 o

n
 b

e
h

a
lf

o
f To

dt. T
h

e
 m

a
in

 tu
n

n
e

l a
n

d
 th

e
 la

te
ra

l ra
m

ifica
tio

n
s o

f
th

e
 

co
m

p
le

x 
G

e
rm

a
n

 
a

n
tia

ircra
ft 

sh
e

lte
r 

w
a

s 
p

ro
b

a
b

ly
e

n
tru

ste
d

 to
 Todt’s co

m
pa

n
y M

a
zo

ra
n

a
 &

 C
o

. T
h

e
 pa

ssa
g

e
connecting G

lobocnik’s V
illa A

ra w
ith the ceiling of a lateral

tu
n

n
e

l o
f th

e
 a

n
tia

ircra
ft sh

e
lte

r w
a

s ca
rrie

d
 o

u
t b

y th
e

S
ch

w
a

rz co
m

pa
n

y, a
lso

 w
o

rkin
g

 fo
r To

dt.
A

fte
r th

e
 b

o
m

b
in

g
 o

f Ju
n

e
 1

0
, 1

9
4

4
 th

e
 b

u
ild

in
g

 o
f th

e
sh

e
lte

r b
e

ca
m

e
 cru

cia
l. T

h
e

re
fo

re
, th

e
 G

e
rm

a
n

s o
rd

e
re

d
th

e
 w

o
rke

rs o
f th

e
 C

o
lo

m
b

o
 co

m
pa

n
y to

 co
lla

b
o

ra
te

 w
ith

To
dt in

 th
e

 e
xca

va
tio

n
 o

f th
e

ir a
n

tia
ircra

ft sh
e

lte
r, w

ith
 a

w
id

e
 u

se
 o

f m
in

e
s.

S
om

e inscriptions found in the tunnel used by the G
erm

ans
a

n
d

 re
a

ch
in

g
 via

 F
a

b
io

 S
e

ve
ro

 (IV
 e

n
tra

n
ce

, w
h

e
re

 g
u

id
e

d
to

u
rs sta

rt) su
g

g
e

st th
a

t th
e

 m
a

in
 w

o
rks w

e
re

 fin
ish

e
d

 in
D

e
ce

m
b

e
r 1

9
4

4
. W

ith
 n

o
 d

o
u

b
t, trim

m
in

g
 w

o
rks co

n
tin

u
e

d
u

n
til th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 w

a
r a

n
d

 fo
r th

is re
a

so
n

 w
e

re
 n

e
ve

r
com

pleted. E
vidence to this, current generators w

ere never
in

sta
lle

d
, e

ve
n

 if ce
m

e
n

t b
a

se
m

e
n

t a
re

 still visib
le

 in
 tw

o
p

la
ce

s.
A

s re
g

a
rd

s th
e

 illu
m

in
a

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 sh

e
lte

r, th
e

 G
e

rm
a

n
s

h
a

d
 a

 se
rvice

 p
ip

e
 co

n
n

e
cte

d
 to

 th
e

 th
e

n
 p

u
b

lic u
tilitie

s
co

m
p

a
n

y A
C

E
G

A
T. A

s 
a

 
m

a
tte

r 
o

f 
fa

ct, 
a

n
 

e
le

ctric
d

istrib
u

tio
n

 pa
n

e
l, still visib

le
 to

d
a

y, w
a

s in
sta

lle
d

 n
e

a
r th

e
e

n
tra

n
ce

, a
lo

n
g

 a
 pa

ssa
g

e
 re

a
ch

in
g

 th
e

 m
a

in
 tu

n
n

e
l o

f
th

e
 sh

e
lte

r.
A

n
cilla

ry 
lig

h
t, 

w
h

ich
 

w
a

s 
a

ctiva
te

d
 

in
 

ca
se

 
o

f 
la

ck 
o

f
e

le
ctricity, w

a
s p

ro
vid

e
d

 b
y a

ccu
m

u
la

to
rs co

n
fisca

te
d

 to
fish

in
g

 
ve

sse
ls, 

w
h

ich
 

b
e

fo
re

 
th

e
 

w
a

r 
u

se
d

 
to

 
fish

a
cco

m
pa

n
ie

d
 b

y n
ig

h
t-fish

in
g

 b
o

a
ts.

T
H

E
 C

O
M

P
L

E
X

 O
F

A
N

T
IA

IR
C

R
A

F
T

 
T

U
N

N
E

L
S

N
E

M
E

D

«K
L

E
IN

E
 

B
E

R
L

IN
»

C
L

U
B

 A
L

P
IN

IST
IC

O
 T

R
IE

ST
IN

O
– C

A
V

E
S G

R
O

U
P –

R
e

se
a

rch
 o

n
 A

rtificia
l C

a
ve

s D
e

pa
rtm

e
n

t

1
9
4
5

Inform
azion available at:

C
L

U
B

 A
L

P
IN

IS
T

IC
O

 T
R

IE
S

T
IN

O
V

ia R
affaele A

bro, 5/A
 - 34144 Trieste

P
hone: 040 3498239 - F

ax: 040 8326424
on tuesdays and thursdays 9 p.m

. – 11 p.m
.

e-m
ail: cat@

cat.ts.it - w
w

w
.cat.ts.it

T
h

e
 so

 ca
lle

d
 “G

lo
b

o
cn

ik w
e

ll”.

T
h

e
 e

n
tra

n
ce

 to
 th

e
 a

n
tia

ircra
ft sh

e
lte

r w
a

s fo
rb

id
d

e
n

 to
a

n
y n

o
n

-G
e

rm
a

n
 sta

ff. N
o

 Ita
lia

n
 w

a
s a

llo
w

e
d

 to
 e

n
te

r it,
e

xce
p

tio
n

 m
a

d
e

 fo
r a

n
 e

le
ctricia

n
 w

o
rkin

g
 fo

r th
e

 L
u

ig
i

P
re

se
l co

m
pa

n
y, in

 ch
a

rg
e

 o
f re

p
la

cin
g

 b
u

rn
t o

u
t la

m
ps,

a
n

d
 fo

r so
m

e
 o

th
e

r p
e

o
p

le
 w

o
rkin

g
 fo

r th
e

 G
e

rm
a

n
s.

T
h

e
 G

e
rm

a
n

s’ m
a

in
 co

n
ce

rn
 a

s fo
r th

e
 m

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t o
f

th
e

 sh
e

lte
r w

a
s th

e
 h

ig
h

 a
m

o
u

n
t o

f h
u

m
id

ity sta
g

n
a

tin
g

 in
th

e
 tu

n
n

e
ls. T

h
e

re
fo

re
, th

e
y d

e
cid

e
d

 to
 re

so
rt to

 b
ra

zie
rs

b
u

rn
in

g
 co

ke
 co

a
l in

 o
rd

e
r to

 d
ry u

p
 th

e
 ro

o
m

s. B
u

rn
t g

a
s

w
a

s co
n

ve
ye

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 a
n

 e
xp

e
llin

g
 fa

n
 to

 th
e

 “m
u

n
icipa

l”
tunnel, causing serious problem

s of asphyxia for the people
sheltered. D

ocum
ents at the M

unicipality of T
rieste G

eneral
A

rch
ives w

itness the fact that M
ayor C

esare P
agnin

i asked
th

e
 D

e
u

tsch
e

r B
e

ra
te

r (in
te

rm
e

d
ia

te
 G

e
rm

a
n

 co
u

n
se

llo
r

betw
een the M

unicipality and the G
auleiter R

ainer) to forbid
b

ra
zie

rs in
 th

e
 G

e
rm

a
n

 sh
e

lte
r.

In
 th

e
 n

ig
h

t o
f A

p
ril 2

9
, 1

9
4

5
, G

a
u

le
ite

r R
a

in
e

r a
n

d
 g

e
n

e
ra

l
G

lo
b

o
cn

ik a
b

a
n

d
o

n
e

d
 T

rie
ste

 a
n

d
 le

ft fo
r A

u
stria

. H
e

re
th

e
y w

e
re

 a
rre

ste
d

 b
y th

e
 A

llie
s. O

n
 A

p
ril 3

0
, 1

9
4

5
 a

n
in

su
rre

ctio
n

 
b

u
rst 

o
u

t 
in

 
T

rie
ste

 
le

d
 

b
y 

th
e

 
N

a
tio

n
a

l
L

ib
e

ra
tio

n
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
.

O
n

 M
a

y 1
st th

e
 pa

rtisa
n

 Ju
g

o
sla

v tro
o

ps e
n

te
re

d
 th

e
 city,

su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 

th
e

 
la

st 
G

e
rm

a
n

 
stro

n
g

h
o

ld
s 

a
n

d
 

fo
rcin

g
G

e
rm

a
n

 so
ld

ie
rs to

 su
rre

n
d

e
r. T

h
e

 C
o

u
rt, co

n
n

e
cte

d
 to

th
e

 a
n

tia
ircra

ft sh
e

lte
r, w

a
s a

m
o

n
g

 th
e

se
 stro

n
g

h
o

ld
s. N

o
tra

ce
 o

f a
 Ju

g
o

sla
v a

tte
m

p
t to

 p
e

n
e

tra
te

 th
e

 co
rrid

o
r o

f
th

e
 C

o
u

rt h
a

s b
e

e
n

 fo
u

n
d

. P
ro

b
a

b
ly, n

o
b

o
d

y kn
e

w
 a

b
o

u
t

th
is 

pa
ssa

g
e

. T
h

e
 

city 
fig

h
t 

d
id

 
n

o
t 

la
st 

lo
n

g
, 

G
e

rm
a

n
so

ld
ie

rs su
rre

n
d

e
re

d
 to

 N
e

w
 Z

e
a

la
n

d
 tro

o
ps, th

a
t in

 th
e

m
e

a
n

tim
e

 h
a

d
 e

n
te

re
d

 th
e

 city. A
fte

r tw
e

n
ty m

o
n

th
s, th

e
G

e
rm

a
n

 o
ccu

pa
tio

n
 o

f T
rie

ste
 te

rrito
ry ca

m
e

 to
 a

n
 e

n
d

.

K
le

in
e

 B
e

rlin
. T

h
e

 m
a

in
 tu

n
n

e
l (5

) fro
m

 w
h

ich
 e

le
ve

n
 la

te
ra

l ra
m

ifica
tio

n
s

b
ra

n
ch

 o
ff.



H
isto

rical co
n

text

A
fte

r cre
a

tin
g

 th
e

 “A
d

ria
tic C

o
a

stlin
e

 O
p

e
ra

tio
n

a
l Z

o
n

e
”,

th
e

 G
e

rm
a

n
s sta

rte
d

 to
 b

u
ild

 a
 h

ig
h

 n
u

m
b

e
r o

f m
ilita

ry
d

e
fe

n
se

s. T
h

e
 w

o
rks w

e
re

 ca
rrie

d
 o

u
t b

y so
m

e
 co

m
pa

n
ie

s
co

o
p

e
ra

tin
g

 w
ith

 Todt, a
 G

e
rm

a
n

 o
rg

a
n

iza
tio

n
. M

a
n

y w
o

rks
w

e
re

 ca
rrie

d
 o

u
t o

n
 th

e
 te

rrito
ry. In

 pa
rticu

la
r, th

e
G

e
rm

a
n

 a
u

th
o

ritie
s w

a
n

te
d

 to
 sta

rt
th

e
 b

u
ild

in
g

 o
f a

n

a
n

tia
ircra

ft 
sh

e
lte

r 
fo

r 
th

e
ir 

so
ld

ie
rs 

a
n

d
 

civil
e

m
p

lo
ye

e
s o

p
e

ra
tin

g
 in

 th
e

 T
rie

ste
 C

o
u

rt a
re

a
.

T
h

e
 cre

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 sh
e

lte
r w

a
s n

o
t o

f th
e

 u
tm

o
st

im
p

o
rta

n
ce

, b
e

ca
u

se
 w

h
e

n
 th

e
 a

la
rm

 sig
n

a
l w

e
n

t o
ff

so
ld

ie
rs u

se
d

 to
 fle

e
 w

ith
 th

e
 Ita

lia
n

 civilia
n

s in
to

 th
e

“m
u

n
icipa

l” tu
n

n
e

l, w
h

ich
 w

a
s o

n
 th

e
 sto

cks. To
 th

a
t

e
n

d
, 

th
e

 
N

a
zi 

a
u

th
o

ritie
s 

h
a

d
 

su
p

p
lie

d
 

th
e

 
lig

h
tin

g
in

sta
lla

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 sh

e
lte

r. T
h

e
re

fo
re

, th
e

 “m
u

n
icipa

l” tu
n

n
e

l
w

a
s e

q
u

ip
p

e
d

 w
ith

 a
n

 e
le

ctric syste
m

 m
a

d
e

 u
p

 o
f b

a
re

co
p

p
e

r w
ire

s –
 a

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 th

e
 G

e
rm

a
n

 u
se

 –
 in

ste
a

d
 o

f
b

a
re

 le
a

d
 w

ire
s, e

m
p

lo
ye

d
 in

 o
th

e
r a

n
tia

ircra
ft tu

n
n

e
ls o

f
T

rie
ste

.
T

h
e

 
e

xca
va

tio
n

 
o

f 
th

e
 

sh
e

lte
r 

in
vo

lve
d

 
th

re
e

 
d

iffe
re

n
t

co
m

pa
n

ie
s, a

n
d

 e
a

ch
 o

f th
e

m
 sh

o
u

ld
 ig

n
o

re
 th

e
 a

ctivity o
f

th
e

 o
th

e
r tw

o
. G

e
n

e
ra

l G
lo

b
o

cn
ik h

a
d

 im
p

o
se

d
 th

e
m

 to
w

o
rk in

 se
cre

cy, b
e

ca
u

se
 h

e
 h

a
d

 th
o

u
g

h
t o

f cre
a

tin
g

 a
“se

cre
t pa

ssa
g

e
” b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

is h
o

u
se

 a
n

d
 th

e
 C

o
u

rt. A
s a

m
a

tte
r o

f fa
ct, th

e
 sh

e
lte

r’s e
n

tra
n

ce
 o

f via
 F

a
b

io
 S

e
ve

ro
,

clo
se

 to
 th

e
 stre

e
t le

a
d

in
g

 to
 via

 d
i R

o
m

a
g

n
a

, a
s w

e
ll a

s
th

e
 pa

ssa
g

e
 le

a
d

in
g

 to
 th

e
 C

o
u

rt o
f T

rie
ste

 w
e

re
 b

u
ilt b

y

IV

1
2

3

8

4

5

6

7

I

II

III

9
10

E
n

tra
n

ce
 IV

VIA CO
RO

NEO

P
IA

Z
Z

A
O

B
E

R
D

A
N

IN
G

R
E

S
S

O
V

IA FA
B

IO
 S

E
V

E
R

O

TRIBUNALE

R
A

I
P

P

2
.5

.1
9

4
3

 
–

 
V

ia
 

F
a

b
io

 
S

e
ve

ro
. 

D
rive

 
tu

n
n

e
l 

o
f 

th
e

 
m

u
n

icip
a

l 
tu

n
n

e
l.

B
rief d

escrip
tio

n
 o

f th
e ro

o
m

s

T
h

e
 

visit 
o

f 
th

e
 

“K
le

in
e

 
B

e
rlin

” 
co

m
p

le
x 

b
e

g
in

s 
a

t 
th

e
e

n
tra

n
ce

 re
se

rve
d

 to
 G

e
rm

a
n

 so
ld

ie
rs (IV

 e
n

tra
n

ce
).

W
a

lkin
g

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 first se
ctio

n
 o

f th
e

 tu
n

n
e

l yo
u

 a
rrive

 a
t

a
 cro

ssin
g

 (1
); g

o
in

g
 stra

ig
h

t fo
rw

a
rd

 yo
u

 a
rrive

 a
t a

 ro
o

m
w

h
e

re
 a

 ce
m

e
n

t b
a

se
m

e
n

t fo
r a

 cu
rre

n
t g

e
n

e
ra

to
r w

a
s

co
llo

ca
te

d
 (2

). B
e

fo
re

 e
n

te
rin

g
 th

e
 ro

o
m

, a
 little

 pa
ssa

g
e

o
n

 th
e

 rig
h

t le
a

d
s to

 a
 d

o
o

r.
A

fte
r th

e
 d

o
o

r, a
 slig

h
tly d

e
sce

n
d

in
g

 pa
ssa

g
e

 le
a

d
s to

 th
e

fo
rm

e
r m

a
in

 e
n

tra
n

ce
 o

f th
e

 G
e

rm
a

n
 a

n
tia

ircra
ft sh

e
lte

r
(3

). T
h

e
n

 yo
u

 tu
rn

 le
ft, w

a
lk o

n
 a

n
d

 tu
rn

 rig
h

t u
n

til yo
u

 g
e

t
to

 
th

e
 

b
a

rra
g

e
 

o
b

stru
ctin

g
 

th
e

 
a

cce
ss 

to
 

th
e

 
h

yp
o

g
e

a
l

ro
o

m
s o

f T
rie

ste
 C

o
u

rt (P
a

la
zzo

 d
i G

iu
stizia

) (4
). D

u
rin

g
visits, g

ro
u

ps a
re

 ra
re

ly a
llo

w
e

d
 to

 visit th
is se

ctio
n

 o
f th

e
tu

n
n

e
l b

e
ca

u
se

 it is fu
ll o

f w
a

te
r.

B
a

ck to
 p

o
sitio

n
 1

, yo
u

 w
a

lk d
o

w
n

 th
e

 le
ft co

rrid
o

r u
n

til
yo

u
 co

m
e

 a
cro

ss th
e

 m
a

in
 tu

n
n

e
l (5

), fro
m

 w
h

ich
 e

le
ve

n
la

te
ra

l ra
m

ifica
tio

n
s b

ra
n

ch
 o

ff. T
h

e
 ra

m
ifica

tio
n

s o
n

 th
e

rig
h

t sid
e

 a
re

 a
ll a

b
o

u
t 2

6
 m

e
tre

s lo
n

g
 (6

), w
h

ile
 th

e
 o

n
e

s
o

n
 

th
e

 
le

ft 
sid

e
 

a
re

 
b

e
tw

e
e

n
 

1
2

 
a

n
d

 
2

5
 

m
e

tre
s 

lo
n

g
,

e
xce

p
tio

n
 m

a
d

e
 fo

r th
e

 pa
ssa

g
e

 e
m

p
lo

ye
d

 fo
r sa

n
ita

tio
n

se
rvice

s (7
), w

h
ich

 is a
b

o
u

t 1
0

 m
e

tre
s lo

n
g

.
A

m
o

n
g

 th
e

se
 tu

n
n

e
ls, o

n
e

 is e
q

u
ip

p
e

d
 w

ith
 a

 w
e

ll o
n

 its
vault. S

uch w
ell w

as then equipped w
ith a w

inding staircase
(8

), u
se

d
 b

y g
e

n
e

ra
l G

lo
b

o
cn

ik to
 re

a
ch

 th
e

 C
o

u
rt fro

m
h

is h
o

u
se

 o
f V

illa
 A

ra
.

A
t th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 lo

n
g

 “G
e

rm
a

n
” tu

n
n

e
l, a

 d
o

o
r (9

) le
a

d
s

in
to

 th
e

 m
u

n
icipa

l a
n

tia
ircra

ft sh
e

lte
r (1

0
), co

n
sistin

g
 o

f a
2

5
0

 m
e

tre
s tu

n
n

e
l, b

u
ilt b

y th
e

 E
m

ilio
 C

o
lo

m
b

o
 co

m
pa

n
y

o
n

 b
e

h
a

lf o
f th

e
 M

u
n

icipa
lity o

f T
rie

ste
.

H
ere you can realize to w

hat extent nature is slow
ly, though

in
e

xo
ra

b
ly, ta

kin
g

 p
o

sse
ssio

n
 o

f th
e

 h
yp

o
g

e
u

m
 a

g
a

in
. A

fa
scin

a
tin

g
 

sce
n

a
rio

 
co

m
e

s 
in

to
 

sig
h

t, 
th

rivin
g

 
w

ith
sta

la
ctite

s, 
sta

la
g

m
ite

s 
a

n
d

 
co

n
cre

tio
n

 
cu

ps, 
ve

ile
d

 
b

y
ce

a
se

le
ssly 

flo
w

in
g

 
w

a
te

r. T
h

is 
p

h
e

n
o

m
e

n
o

n
 

is 
n

o
t 

so
visib

le
 in

 th
e

 G
e

rm
a

n
 se

ctio
n

 a
n

d
 is d

u
e

 to
 th

e
 fa

ct th
a

t
th

e
 la

st pa
rt o

f th
e

 Ita
lia

n
 tu

n
n

e
l w

a
s n

e
ve

r ce
m

e
n

te
d

. T
h

e
fin

a
l re

su
lt is e

xtre
m

e
ly p

le
a

sa
n

t, g
ivin

g
 th

e
 im

p
re

ssio
n

 o
f

b
e

in
g

 
in

 
a

 
n

a
tu

ra
l 

ka
rst 

ca
ve

, 
in

ste
a

d
 

o
f 

a
n

 
a

rtificia
l

h
yp

o
g

e
u

m
. A

n
d

 w
h

a
t’s m

o
re

, th
e

 site
 is lo

ca
te

d
 in

 th
e

ve
ry city ce

n
tre

 o
f T

rie
ste

.


